THE CLIMATE AND HEALTH
CONNECTION
WISCONSIN CLIMATE AND HEALTH PROGRAM
Wisconsin has been getting warmer and wetter.
Over the past 60 years, Wisconsin has become generally warmer and wetter, especially during winter
months.1
Changes in the climate may lead to more flooding and precipitation, temperature extremes (very hot and
very cold days), drought, and more carriers of disease (such as mosquitoes and ticks).1,2

These changes can cause health problems.
Temperature extremes, more precipitation, drought, and more carriers of disease can lead to injury, mental
health problems, disease and illness, allergic reactions, water and food insecurity, and even death.2,3,4,5

Some people are more likely to be hurt by extreme weather.
Extreme weather can be especially harmful to some people, including those most affected by social factors
that impact health6:
 Low income

 Indigenous peoples

 Persons living with disabilities

 Communities of color

 Children and pregnant women

 Persons living with chronic

 Immigrant groups (including

 Older adults

those with limited English
skills)

disease (such as asthma)

 Vulnerable occupational

groups

The Wisconsin Climate and Health Program is working to help our state study and prepare
for these climate effects.
In collaboration with our partners, Wisconsin and Climate Health Program aims to:

Expand and enhance
partnerships

Develop strategies and
tools to address health
factors linked to
climate effects

Provide training and
technical assistance
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Together we can better prepare for climate effects.
LEARN MORE AT HTTP://DHS.WISCONSIN.GOV/CLIMATE
WISCONSIN CLIMATE AND HEALTH PROGRAM
Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health
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