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Background 
As Wisconsin’s population ages, the number of adults living with dementia is 
expected to increase. In 2020, an estimated 119,000 people ages 65 and 
older in Wisconsin were living with dementia. If current prevalence rates 
remain in place over the coming decades, the total could increase to 
185,000 by 2050. See Figure 1. For reference, the total population of older 
adults ages 65 and older was 1.06 million in 2020 and is projected to grow 
to 1.31 million by 2050. As of 2020, approximately 1 in 9 (11%) older adults 
have dementia. The projected increase could equate to almost 1 in 7 (14%) 
by 2050.  

The dementia increase is expected to outpace population growth between 
2020 and 2050. The population of individuals ages 65 and older is projected 
to grow 24% from 2020 to 2050 while the total living with dementia is 
expected to grow by 55%. The fastest dementia-growth decade is occurring 
between 2020 and 2030 (28% growth). It will slow to 18% growth from 
2030 to 2040 and then slow even more to 3% between 2040 and 2050. See 
Figure 2. 

The number of older adults is expected to peak by the 2040s and will level 
off or decrease in most counties by 2050. The state is still projected to show 
a small net increase between 2040 and 2050 because of population growth 
trends in several populous metropolitan counties. Aggregate growth in the 
state’s 27 metropolitan counties is expected to be larger and faster than in 
its 45 non-metropolitan counties. By 2050, the current aggregate of 
metropolitan counties could account for 74% of those living with dementia, 
which would be about five percent points higher than in 2020.  

These simple projections are intended for local planning purposes. Having 
even a basic understanding of how many community members may 
eventually experience dementia, especially in the short term, is key for 
service and resource preparation. For example, every county and Tribal 
nation is served by a dementia care specialist (DCS), employed by aging and 
disability resource centers or Tribal partner agencies, who assist those living 
with dementia and their caregivers. The DCS helps families recognize the 
impact that dementia could have on the individual and family members and 
informs them of available support and resources. The DCS program has 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/adrc/dementia-care-specialist-program.htm
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expanded its geographic presence to statewide coverage in recognition of 
the increasingly aging population. 

Figure 1: Wisconsin Projected Population Ages 65 and Older with 
Dementia, 2020–2050 

 

Figure 2: Wisconsin Decade Growth Comparison of Projected Population 
with Dementia to Projected Population Ages 65 and Older 

 

Inputs and methodology 
These projections assume all types of dementia. They do not exclusively 
assume diagnosed dementia or incidence, but rather its estimated 
prevalence, diagnosed or not, based upon a long-running, nationally 
representative study. There are some estimates of those who have been 
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diagnosed, but those estimates are not representative of those with 
undiagnosed dementia.  

The two main inputs in the projection are county-level projected population 
by age group and national dementia prevalence rates by three age groups. 
This project used Wisconsin population projections produced by the 
Wisconsin Department of Administration’s Demographic Services Center 
released in December 2024. Three age groups’ population projections (ages 
65–74, ages 75–84, and ages 85 and older) for every county in Wisconsin 
served as the ages 65 and older population denominator.  

The long-running Chicago Health and Aging Project (CHAP) U.S. Census-
adjusted 2020 prevalence rates of clinical dementia were supplied by the 
National Library of Medicine and released in 2024. These are highly regarded 
statistics in the dementia research community and are one of the factors 
used in the Alzheimer’s Association’s publication 2025 Alzheimer’s Disease 
Facts and Figures, which estimates Alzheimer’s disease prevalence at the 
state and national levels. Below are the 2020 Census-adjusted dementia 
prevalence rates by older age group per the CHAP study’s 2024 update: 

Age group Dementia prevalence rate 

65–74 5.3% 

75–84 13.8% 

85 and older 34.6% 

Though the 2025 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures publication names 
these as Alzheimer’s disease prevalence rates, the Alzheimer’s Association 
recognizes that that “population-based prevalence studies do not yet exist 
that have the data to provide an estimate of the prevalence of biomarker-
confirmed Alzheimer’s dementia.”0 F

1 For this reason, this project considers 
these prevalence rates to indicate virtually any type of dementia, keeping in 
mind that Alzheimer’s disease is the most common type of dementia, 
estimated to be 60% to 80% of all dementia. 1 F

2  

 
1 2025 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures, page 29 
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention—About Dementia 

https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/LocalGovtsGrants/Population_Projections.aspx
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9013315/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9013315/
https://www.alz.org/getmedia/ef8f48f9-ad36-48ea-87f9-b74034635c1e/alzheimers-facts-and-figures.pdf
https://www.alz.org/getmedia/ef8f48f9-ad36-48ea-87f9-b74034635c1e/alzheimers-facts-and-figures.pdf
https://www.alz.org/getmedia/ef8f48f9-ad36-48ea-87f9-b74034635c1e/alzheimers-facts-and-figures.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/alzheimers-dementia/about/index.html
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Multiplying an age group’s population by their corresponding prevalence rate 
produced the estimated age group population with dementia. The following 
formula was used to estimate the total population ages 65 and older living 
with dementia in each county: 

 

See Table 1 for the projected population totals for each Wisconsin county in 
2020–2050. 

The prevalence rates remain constant every decade through 2050. This 
means that projected growth in dementia will be caused by the change in 
the age of the population, which will increasingly skew older. The total 
population age 65 and older is projected to grow 24% between 2020 and 
2050. However, those ages 85 and older, who have higher dementia 
prevalence, will grow more than four times faster (106% growth rate). 
People 85 and older are 6.5 times more likely to have dementia than 
someone ages 65 to 74.  

Figure 3: Projected Population with Dementia in Wisconsin by Age Group, 
2020–2050 

 



Wisconsin Counties’ Projected Population Ages 65 and Older with Dementia P-01049 (08/2026) | Page 7 

Limitations and notes 
• These projections are intended to be used for local planning purposes by 

aging network partners. The significant driver of these projections is the 
projected population by age group. Nearer-term projections are likely 
more accurate than farther-term ones. 

• The referenced CHAP study only offers prevalence rates for the three 
study age groups (ages 65–74, 75–84, and 85 and older) at the national 
level. Another application of the CHAP study did produce county-level 
prevalence rates for those ages 65 and older for 2020, but these were 
insufficient as inputs because they only accounted for this population in 
2020. Using 65 and older population estimates from 2020 cannot account 
for the further aging that will occur within this 65 and older cohort by 
2050. 

• The nation’s dementia prevalence rates were shaped by its racial and 
ethnic composition as prevalence differs by race and Hispanic ethnicity. 
The CHAP study published the three study age groups’ prevalence rates 
for non-Hispanic White, Black, and Hispanic populations, as well as overall 
rates. Wisconsin’s population projections do not project population by 
race or Hispanic ethnicity, so only the national overall age groups’ rates 
were practical as inputs. Wisconsin’s population composition by race and 
Hispanic ethnicity differs from national composition. Therefore, we may 
assume Wisconsin counties have different prevalence.  

• In Table 1, the “BADR defined” rural counties represent the aggregate 
counties that the Department of Health Services’ Bureau of Aging and 
Disability Resources (BADR) deem to be rural based on population 
density. Under the BADR definition, a county is considered rural if the 
county has fewer than 20 people ages 60 and older per square mile. This 
ad hoc rural designation is primarily used as a classification under Federal 
Administration for Community Living Title III nutrition program funding 
allocation. The table also lists aggregates of metropolitan and non-
metropolitan counties. Metropolitan counties are member counties of 
metropolitan statistical areas delineated by the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget for use by federal statistical agencies. 
Metropolitan statistical areas consist of the county or counties associated 
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with at least one urbanized area of at least 50,000 people, plus adjacent 
counties that have a high degree of social and economic integration with 
the urban area, measured through commuting ties. Metropolitan and non-
metropolitan counties are often casually referred to as urban and rural 
counties, respectively, though the discussion of a county being urban or 
rural is more complex than this assumed equivalency. 

Counties' projected population data 
Table 1: Wisconsin Counties' Projected Population with Dementia Among 
Those Ages 65 and Older, 2020–2050 

County Year: 2020 Year: 2030 Year: 2040 Year: 2050 

Adams 600 700 720 640 

Ashland 370 460 510 480 

Barron 1,230 1,470 1,630 1,580 

Bayfield 490 660 740 700 

Brown 4,660 6,360 7,950 8,580 

Buffalo 330 380 400 370 

Burnett 510 660 750 730 

Calumet 880 1,220 1,560 1,670 

Chippewa 1,430 1,860 2,230 2,330 

Clark 740 830 910 870 

Columbia 1,270 1,610 1,900 1,930 

Crawford 430 490 510 460 

Dane 9,010 12,940 16,710 18,880 

Dodge 1,980 2,480 2,950 3,020 

Door 1,040 1,400 1,630 1,580 

Douglas 950 1,200 1,360 1,330 

Dunn 810 1,040 1,200 1,220 
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County Year: 2020 Year: 2030 Year: 2040 Year: 2050 

Eau Claire 2,070 2,640 3,110 3,260 

Florence 140 190 220 200 

Fond du Lac 2,290 2,820 3,240 3,240 

Forest 260 310 350 330 

Grant 1,150 1,340 1,460 1,410 

Green 850 1,070 1,250 1,240 

Green Lake 510 600 650 620 

Iowa 500 670 800 780 

Iron 230 280 330 310 

Jackson 460 550 620 610 

Jefferson 1,610 2,070 2,430 2,460 

Juneau 620 730 800 780 

Kenosha 2,810 3,740 4,640 4,840 

Kewaunee 470 570 640 610 

La Crosse 2,460 3,120 3,680 3,830 

Lafayette 350 400 440 410 

Langlade 530 660 720 660 

Lincoln 790 980 1,120 1,090 

Manitowoc 2,010 2,430 2,740 2,640 

Marathon 2,950 3,720 4,390 4,510 

Marinette 1,180 1,440 1,590 1,510 

Marquette 430 500 540 500 

Menominee 70 90 110 100 

Milwaukee 15,350 17,720 19,720 19,700 

Monroe 940 1,160 1,310 1,320 

Oconto 870 1,160 1,360 1,340 
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County Year: 2020 Year: 2030 Year: 2040 Year: 2050 

Oneida 1,200 1,550 1,790 1,730 

Outagamie 3,370 4,570 5,780 6,290 

Ozaukee 2,240 2,970 3,570 3,690 

Pepin 180 210 230 200 

Pierce 720 1030 1300 1370 

Polk 1,090 1,440 1,700 1,690 

Portage 1,370 1,780 2,060 2,040 

Price 440 540 590 540 

Racine 3,880 4,940 5,840 5,910 

Richland 470 540 580 540 

Rock 3,260 4,090 4,820 4,970 

Rusk 410 480 510 460 

St. Croix 1,550 2,390 3,310 3,870 

Sauk 1,490 1,940 2,330 2,450 

Sawyer 550 750 900 900 

Shawano 1,020 1,160 1,270 1,200 

Sheboygan 2,510 3,140 3,650 3,640 

Taylor 440 510 550 510 

Trempealeau 630 750 830 830 

Vernon 720 870 970 930 

Vilas 850 1,120 1,290 1,230 

Walworth 2,220 2,990 3,660 3,790 

Washburn 520 `670 770 750 

Washington 2,930 4,030 5,040 5,270 

Waukesha 9,250 12,230 14,770 15,270 

Waupaca 1,350 1,600 1,810 1,740 
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County Year: 2020 Year: 2030 Year: 2040 Year: 2050 

Waushara 650 780 840 780 

Winnebago 3,380 4,170 4,880 4,990 

Wood 1,950 2,340 2,630 2,560 

Wisconsin  
(all counties) 

119,300 152,300 180,190 184,810 

All non-
metropolitan 
counties 

36,670 45,450 51,720 50,540 

All metropolitan 
counties 

82,630 106,850 128,470 134,270 

All rural counties 
(BADR defined) 

28,160 34,850 39,390 38,190 

All urban 
counties  
(BADR defined) 

91,140 117,450 140,800 146,620 
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