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TRACKING 110

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH PROFILES

Hello and welcome to Tracking 110 — County Environmental Health
Profiles. In this tutorial, you will learn the purpose of the County
Environmental Health Profiles, the types of data included in them,
and where to access them. Let’s get started!



The County Environmental Health Profiles put together by the
Tracking Program provide a quick snapshot of the data we have
available on our data portal. They also help paint a picture of a
county’s overall environmental public health.

The profiles were first published by the Tracking Program in 2008.
The most recent profiles were published in May 2019. And we have
come a long way!



Prior to 2015, the profiles were generated using a statistical
program. The result was a heavy report that was technical and
wasn’t very inviting to someone new to public health or
environmental health.



A LOOKAT 2012 PROFILES

Dane County Environmental Health Profile. March 2012
Carcinogenic Emissions

C g issions are i in the air that are known to cause or promote cancer. The exact impact of
environmental pollutants on cancer is unknown, but it is bebeved approximately 10% of all cancers are related to
| factors. In W in, industries report their annual emissions data to the W D t of Natural

Resources. These data are further submitted to the US Environmental Protection Agency where they are used in medeling
programs to estimate health risks. The emission data presented here are based on models that estimate pollution
concentration in outdoor air from industries’ annual reports. If you would like specific information about emissions in an
area, contact your regional Depariment of Natural Resources at http://dnr.wi.gov/Contact/SSbyRegion.html. The
population data are from the 2000 U.S. Census. The emission concentration data are from the 2005 NATA
(National-Scale Air Toxics Assessment) from the U.S. EPA hitp://www.epa.govitin/atw/nata2005/tables. html
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See for yourself. This is the second page of the profile. Kind of
overwhelming, right?



With the 2015 profiles, we took the opportunity to change. We
wanted the profiles to be easier to read, understand, and use. We
also wanted them to be brighter and more attractive. And people
loved them!

We used the same concepts with the 2017 and our most recent
2019 profiles.
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Here’s a look at the latest profiles. Much more inviting! Let’s dive in.
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We included a dashboard at the beginning of the profile to give
users a quick look at what is included in the entire document.

We know it’s hard to get your stakeholders or board members to
read through an entire report (although we did our best to keep it
short!), so we branded this page and made it easy to be printed as
a stand-alone fact sheet. The back side of the dashboard has
abbreviated data details about the original dataset, the year
presented, etc.

We included indicator lights just to the left of each measurement
to show how the county stacks up to the rest of the state. If a
number is above the state average, it’s gold with an exclamation
point. If it’s below, it’s green with a check. The exception is with
fluoride, where being above the state value is desired. All of this
is in the small print on this page.

Our epidemiologists also took considerable efforts to minimize
suppression as much as possible. Values become suppressed if
there are too few cases of a particular measure and people might



potentially be identified. Some smaller counties might be
accustomed to seeing suppressed values on reports such as these.
To prevent this, our epidemiologists grouped more years of data

together.



The profiles feature 12 measures on the dashboard. Remember
there are more data and maps on the interior pages; the dashboard
is just a piece of the whole. The measures are broken up into 5
categories. Let’s look at them individually.



COMMUNITY HEALTH

Fluoride

Alcohol Outlet
Density

The community health section includes data on fluoride and places
where people can buy alcohol—which is called alcohol outlet
density.



PRIVATE WATER QUALITY

!,

The private water quality section includes data on nitrate and

arsenic in private wells.

Nitrate in private
wells

Arsenic in private
wells
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HOME HAZARDS

Carbon monoxide
poisoning

Childhood lead
poisoning

Radon

The home hazards section includes data on carbon monoxide
poisoning, childhood lead poisoning, and radon.
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HEALTH CONDITIONS

Asthma
Melanoma

Lung Cancer

The health conditions section includes data on asthma, melanoma,
and lung cancer.
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HOW TO USE ENVIRONMENTAL
PUBLIC HEALTH TRACKING DATA

COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSMENTS SOCIAL MEDIA

Tracking data can help flesh out your community health Localize your posts with data from your community.
assessment and help meet state requirements.

GRANT PROPOSALS
COMMUNITY HEALTH IMPROVEMENT Tracking data and resources can help you and your
PLANS team develop rationale for funding requests. These
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th and plan strategies for where work need:

data

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Wh ing programs and h materials for
RESEARCH your community, Tracking data can help you make
Tracking data can be used 1o explore environmental your case and show the extent of the problem.
health research questions.

POLICY DEVELOPMENT
MEDIA STORIES Tracking data and these County Environmental
Strengthen your interview, article, or press release with Health Profiles contain measures that can be used to
facts and figures from Tracking and our resources

identify the need for a policy. Once a policy is in
be

ACCREDITATION

The Profiles can be used to address Public Health
Actreditation Bo: andards, such as Standard 1.3

“anal data to identity trends in heaith L H you have questions about haw
probl ealth hazards, and 9 to use Tracking data in your
social ffect the public's i work, let us know!

health.* - dhatracking@wi.gov

Prime readers with
ideas up front

Lets readers know we
can help

And we didn’t want people to flip through the report and then toss
it in a pile on their desk; we want them to use it! To help with that,
we included a page on the back of the front cover to suggest ways to

use the profiles. We wanted to prime readers up front with

potential uses. And please do contact us if you have questions about
how to use Tracking data! We made this list with some ideas, but

we know there are more out there. Let’s talk!

Not only do we want you to use the profiles, but we also want to

give you tools to share the profile data with your partners.
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tracking-slide-deck - Microsoft PowerPoint

DNR_ EPA ANALYZE.
Whatif you had to consult o Create charts, maps, and tables to visualize
five agencies to get a weather & and interpret the data
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;@ programming.and policies to address your
cammunity's needs

Our carbon monoxide poisoning rate
has decreased since 2008.

. l.'
HIGHLIGHTS FROM
OUR COUNTY

A

We've made it easy for you to present on the data in your profile
with our template slide deck. Any text you should change is in
orange. We’ve got pictures, charts, and notes: just plug in your data
and GO!
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We also created documents that have a menu of strategies to
address each topic in the profiles. We call this document series
Ideas for Taking Action, and it’s designed to help communities with
that next step. Say your county has a high asthma rate. You might
not be sure which strategies would help address that. This
document outlines several evidence-based ideas. We wanted to
accommodate communities of all sizes and resource levels, so on
each document we list strategies from the individual level to the
policy level. Each strategy is hyperlinked to the evidence, like What
Works for Health and The Community Guide. Keep in mind this is
just to get the conversation started; it’s not an exhaustive list.
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Tracking Home

County Profiles

1deas for Taking Action
Data Details & Glossary
Training

Resources

Environmental Public Health Tracking: County

Environmental Health Profiles

= £lwlin]

The 2019 County Environmental Health Profiles are
summary reports of the data on the Tracking

portali# and provide a snapshot of a county’s
environmental health

Readers can delve deeper into the data and create
maps, charts, and tables on our data portal

The 2015 County Environmental Health Profiles
and the 2017 County Environmental Health

Profiles are still accessible in combined files.

Please email us directly = if you'd like the individual
2017 or 2015 Profile from your county.

Choose the county name listed below to view a
county’s Profile

-0
v

o Adams o Chippewa
o Ashland o Clark
o Barron o Columbia

You reviewed your profile, now
what?

o Present to stakeholders and
partners. We created a Profile Template
Slide Deck Powerpoin) a5 a guide for
presentations. It's customizable and the
notes section is full of ideas and
considerations for tailoring your talk. Let
us know: if you need help making the
slide deck work for you!

Plan strategies for taking action. Ideas
for Taking Action is a series of
documents that offer evidence-informed
educational activities, programs, and
policies to address topics from the
Profiles.

o Join our quarterly newsletter. Stay up-
to-date on the status of future Profiles
by subscribing to our newsletter:

o Dunn
o Eau Claire

a Florence

The profiles, the template slide deck, and links to the Ideas for
Taking Action series can be found on the County Profiles page of our
website.



TRACKING 110

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH PROFILES

Have a question?
dhstracking@wi.gov

That wraps up Tracking 110: County Environmental Health Profiles.
Be sure to check out our other tutorials to learn more about the
Tracking Program and our free data portal by visiting
dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht and clicking on the Training tab. Happy
Tracking!
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