COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROFILES

Description: This tutorial gives an overview of the Wisconsin County Environmental Health Profiles.
Objectives: By the end of this tutorial, users will be able to:

e Explain the purpose of the County Environmental Health Profiles
o List the types of data that can be found in the County Environmental Health Profiles
e Identify where to access their County Environmental Health Profile

WISCONSIN ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH TRACKING PROGRAM
Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health

dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht | MARCH 2016 | dhstracking@wi.gov
Wisconsin Department of Health Services | Division of Public Health | P-01201-110 (03/16)
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TRACKING 110

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROFILES

Hello and welcome to Tracking 110 — County Environmental Health
Profiles. In this tutorial, you will learn the purpose of the County
Environmental Health Profiles, the types of data included in them,
and where to access them. Let’s get started!



The County Environmental Health Profiles put together by the
Tracking Program provide a quick snapshot of the data we have
available on our data portal. They also help paint a picture of a
county’s overall environmental public health.

The profiles were first published by the Tracking Program in 2008,
and we have put new profiles out every 2-3 years since then. The

most recent profiles were published in April 2015. And we have
come a long way!



Prior to 2015, the profiles were generated using a statistical
program. The result was a heavy report that was technical and
wasn’t very inviting to someone new to public health or
environmental health.



Dane County Environmental Health Profile, March 2012
Carcinogenic Emissions

Carcinogenic emissions are chemicals in the air that are knowm to cause or promote cancer. The exact impact of
environmental poliutants on cancer is unknown, but 1 is bebeved appraximately 10% of all cancers are related to
environmental factors. In Wisconsin, industries report thair annual emissions data 1o the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources. These data are further submitied to the US Environmental Protection Agency where they are used in modeing
programs 1o estimate health risks. The emission data presented here are based on models that estimate pollution
concentration in outdoor air from industries” annual reports. f you would like specific information about emissions in an
area. contact your regional of Natural Resources at hitp.//dnr.wi.goviC html The
population daia are from ihe 2000 U.S. Census. The emission concentration data are from the 2005 MMA

Air Toxes from the U.S. EPA

Percent of the population in the county in each lifetime cancer risk category, 2005
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Here's a look at the

profile from 2012.

See for yourself. This is the second page of the profile. Kind of
overwhelming, right?



With the 2015 profiles, we took the opportunity to change. We
wanted the profiles to be easier to read, understand, and use. We
also wanted them to be brighter and more attractive.
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Here’s a look at the new profiles. Much more inviting! Let’s dive in.



PORTAGE CONTY
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We included a dashboard at the beginning of the profile to give
users a quick look at what is included in the entire document.

We know it’s hard to get your stakeholders or board members to
read through an entire report (although we did our best to keep it
short!), so we branded this page and made it easy to be printed as
a stand-alone fact sheet. The back side of the dashboard has
abbreviated data details about the original dataset, the year
presented, etc.

We included indicator lights just to the left of each measurement
to show how the county stacks up to the rest of the state. If a
number is above the state average, it’s red. If it’s below, it’s
green. Keep in mind red and green do not necessarily mean a
county is doing “good” or “bad.”

Our epidemiologists also took considerable efforts to minimize
suppression as much as possible. Values become suppressed if
there are too few cases of a particular measure and people might
potentially be identified. Some smaller counties might be



accustomed to seeing suppressed values on reports such as these.
To prevent this, our epidemiologists grouped more years of data
together.



The profiles feature 12 measures on the dashboard; remember
these are just a subset of all data we have available. The measures
are broken up into 5 categories. Let’s look at them individually.



Ozone
Particulate Matter

A

Air quality includes data on ozone and particulate matter.




Arsenic
Nitrate

Water quality includes data on arsenic and nitrate. The first page of
the water quality section includes data on public water systems. The
second page of that section highlights private well data.
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Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
Childhood Lead Poisoning
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HOME HAZARDS

/

The home hazard section includes data on carbon monoxide
poisoning and childhood lead poisoning.
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WA (B) BIRTH OUTC

The birth outcomes section includes measures for low birth weight
and preterm birth. There is also some mention of the birth defects
data we have on our portal.
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The health indicators section includes measures on heat stress,
melanoma, lung cancer, and asthma.



E THIS PROFILE * Prime readers with

R I M OAAOA ideas up front
points unique to environmental heaith. As you explore the information on the following pages,
f consider how it might be put to good use in your community. We are here to help you along the

way. If you have questions about how to integrate these data into your work, let us know!

* Encourage readers
COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSMENTS 2
Data from the profiles can be used in your or hospital" to help meet state to te I I u S t h el r

and federal requirements.

ACCREDITATION stories

The profiles can be used to address the Public Health Accreditation Board's accreditation standards. For instance, Standard
1.3: Analyze public health data to identify trends in health problems, environmental public health hazards, and social and
«economic factors that offect the public’s health.

GRANT PROPOSALS
Data in this profile can help you and your team develop a rationale for funding requests. These data can help justify existing
programs and show where there is still work to be done

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
‘When creating programs and outreach materials for your community, these data can help you build your case and show the
extent of a problem. C: ties have used their pr 1o target ed fforts to areas with the most need

POLICY DEVELOPMENT
This profile contains measures that can be used to justify the need for a policy. If a policy is put in place, these data can be
used as baseline measures with which to monitor changes over time.

How have you used your county’s
profils? Tell us about it

dhstracking@wi.gov
£08-267-2488

And we didn’t want people to flip through the report and then toss
it in a pile on their desk; we want them to use it!

* To help with that, we included a page on the back of the front
cover to suggest ways to use the profiles. We wanted to prime
readers up front with potential uses.

* And please do tell us how you use the profiles! We made this list
with some ideas, but we know there are more out there. There
might be another county that is struggling with a similar issue, and
we want to be able to highlight your success story as an example
of how to solve it.

Not only do we want you to use the profiles, but we also want to
give you tools to share the profile data with your partners.

14
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We've made it easy for you to present on the data in your profile
with our template slide deck. We’ve got pictures, charts, and notes:
just plug in your data and GO!



We know it is a challenge to transiate data into action. To help e AIR QUALITY
g€t you started, we have listed strategies that can improve

~ ’ environmental public heaith. o WATER QUALITY

Use the data in the County Environmental Hs Profiles in
= the gnline data portal to target educa programmis @ HOME HAZARDS
policies to address your community’s . Visit What Works
for Heaith and The Community Guide for more ideas.” @ BIRTH OUTCOMES a e a
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view it onlioe: Lis.b/idessforiakingaction HEALTH INDICATORS
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We also created this complementary document, Ideas for Taking
Action. It helps communities with that next step. Say your county
has a high asthma rate. You might not be sure which strategies
would help address that. This document outlines several evidence-
based ideas. Each strategy is hyperlinked to the evidence, like What
Works for Health and The Community Guide. Keep in mind this is
just to get the conversation started; it’s not an exhaustive list.
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opics & Public Data
County Profiles I

Glossary of Terms

(== flw]in]g]

Training The 2015 County Environmental Health Profiles are
summary reports of the data on the Tracking
Resources website and provide a snapshot of a county's

environmental health. Readers can delve deeper
into the data and create maps on our online data
portal

Please note these profiles are revised as of May 18,
2015 to include 2014 lead data. These profiles also
correct a duplication issue among lead cases. Please
delete any profiles downloaded prior to May 18,
2015.

To stay up-to-date on the status of future profiles
and other reports, please subscribe to our
newsletter:

Choose the county name listed below to view a
county's environmental health profile. (Adobe
Reader is required.)

i Environmental Public Health Tracking:
County Environmental Health Profiles

You reviewed your county
profile, now what?

Check out Ideas for Taking Action (PDF, 818 KB),
'our companion document to the county
files. Included in the document are
lucational activities,
address topics from
the county profiles.

Need to present your profile data to
stakeholders and partners? We have created
the Profiles Template Slide Deck (PPT, 19.100 Kg)
as a guide for these types of presentations. The

i completely customizable and tt
notes section is full of ideas and considerations
for tailoring your talk. Let us know if you need
help making the slide deck work for you!

The profiles, the template slide deck, and Ideas for Taking Action can

be found on the County Profiles page of our website.
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TRACKING 110 | smsamserr

dhstracking@wi.gov
COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROFILES

That wraps up Tracking 110: County Environmental Health Profiles.
Be sure to check out our other tutorials to learn more about the
Tracking Program and our free data portal by visiting

dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht and clicking on the Training tab. Happy
Tracking!
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