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ZIKA FAST FACTS 
 Zika cases in Wisconsin are only associated with travel to affected areas, sexual contact with a traveler to an affected area, 

or Zika infection acquired through travel during pregnancy. This is true for most reported cases in the United States.  

 Aedes albopictus, one species of mosquito that is capable of transmitting Zika, has been detected in Wisconsin as of July 

2017.  

 Around 80 percent of people who are infected with Zika have no symptoms. Those who do develop symptoms commonly 

report one or more of the following: rash, fever, joint pain, red eyes, muscle pain, headache, and sensitivity to light. 

 Sexual transmission can occur through sexual contact with a person who traveled to or lives in an area with Zika, even if 

that person does not have symptoms.  

HOW MANY CASES OF ZIKA ARE THERE? 

WI Travel-Associated Zika Cases (updated 10/25/2017) 

  2016 2017 

Confirmed Zika virus cases 63 9 

Probable* Zika virus cases 0 1 

Undetermined Flavivirus, confirmed 1  1 

Completed testing total 1,062 922 
* Probable cases have presumptive positive laboratory results without 
confirmatory CDC test results. 

2017 Zika cases reported in the U.S. 
(Laboratory confirmed cases 1/1/2017—10/18/2017) 

Wisconsin Zika Cases U.S. Zika Cases 

QUESTIONS? Please call or email us: 

Phone: 608-267-9003 

Email: dhsdphbcd@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

P-01810 (10/2017) 

Information in this document will be updated monthly. Updates are indicated in pink. 

BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES  
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika  

Wisconsin Department of Health Services | Division of Public Health  

U.S. Zika Cases reported (updated 10/18/2017) 

 2016 2017 

Locally acquired, mosquito-
borne cases 

1 224 
(FL = 218, TX = 6) 

Travel-associated cases 307 4,830 

Total cases* 311 5,102 
Figures in this table do not include cases in the U.S. territories. 
*Total cases include additional routes of infection such as sexual 
transmission, laboratory exposure, and person-to-person though unknown 
route. Total cases do not include congenital infections. 



HOW IS THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES (DHS) RESPONDING TO ZIKA? 

Testing qualifying Wisconsin residents for Zika virus infection: 
 In accordance with CDC recommendations, DHS is no longer 

routinely providing fee-exempt Zika testing for 

asymptomatic pregnant women with possible exposure. 

 DHS is providing fee-exempt Zika testing for: 

 A.   Symptomatic persons with an epidemiologic link to   

                     locations with ongoing local Zika transmission. 

 B.   Asymptomatic pregnant women with ongoing,  

                     unavoidable travel exposure. 

 DHS continues to approve Zika testing for symptomatic persons with an epidemiologic link to either Cameron County, 

Texas, on or after October 29, 2016, or to Miami-Dade County, Florida, between June 15, 2016 and June 2, 2017. 

 DHS is not currently performing Zika testing on asymptomatic patients for purposes of preconception screening: DHS 

laboratory testing Zika webpage.  
 

Tracking the clinical care and outcomes for pregnancies in Wisconsin affected by Zika virus: 
 DHS’ participation in the U.S. Zika Pregnancy Registry contributes to national data on pregnancy and infant outcomes 

following laboratory evidence of Zika virus infection during pregnancy.  

 These data inform recommendations for clinical care and plans for services for affected Wisconsin families. 
 

Trapping and monitoring mosquito populations in Wisconsin: 
In partnership with the University of Wisconsin-Madison Medical Entomology Lab and local health departments, DHS is 

trapping and monitoring mosquito populations. 
 

Advising travelers of risks and means of protection: 
 New DHS communication resources regarding traveling to see family and  

        friends and protecting your family from Zika are available on the DHS  

        website in English and Spanish. All DHS Zika travel flyers are available to  

        order online for no cost here. They will be shipped to you for free. 

 Pregnant women and couples planning to conceive are advised to avoid any 

       nonessential travel to Zika-affected areas.  
 

Educating the public about Zika virus: 
 DHS uses both Twitter and Facebook to provide Zika virus and travel  

       updates to the general public.  

 DHS updates the Zika website weekly with Wisconsin case counts.  

Coordinating the response with partners, including local health departments and health care 

providers: 
 Zika Concept of Operations (ConOps) detailing Wisconsin’s response to Zika virus 

 DHS’ Zika webcast for health care providers 

DHS Zika Communication Resources 

Cameron County, Texas Miami-Dade County, Florida 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT HOW DHS IS RESPONDING TO ZIKA:  

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/response.htm 
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6629e1.htm?s_cid=mm6629e1_whttps://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6629e1.htm?s_cid=mm6629e1_w
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/lab-testing.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/index.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/lab-testing.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/lab-testing.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/travel.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/p-01695g.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/p-01695g.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/p-01695f.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/printformsonline.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/dhs-zika-conops.pdf
https://connect.wisconsin.gov/p39onxy4ees/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/response.htm


 DHS Zika website has information for travelers,  

       pregnant women, health professionals, and     

       laboratory professionals. It also includes communications  

       resources on how DHS is responding to Zika. 

 The following are new and updated CDC resources now available to assist 

with the interpretation and communication of the updated CDC 

recommendations for care of pregnant women and affected infants:  

 When to Test for Zika Virus    

 Only Some People Need Zika Testing      

 Pretest Counseling Conversation Guides (for healthcare providers): 

 For asymptomatic pregnant women with ongoing exposure  

 For asymptomatic pregnant women without ongoing exposure  

 For pregnant women with symptoms of Zika  

 Pocket Guide: Evaluation for Infants with Possible Congenital Zika Infection 

 

 

 

WHERE CAN I FIND HELPFUL RESOURCES? 
CDC Information 

Sheets 

WHAT ARE KEY DEVELOPMENTS WITH ZIKA? 

 On October 20, 2017, CDC released updated Interim Guidance for the Diagnosis, Evaluation and Management of 

Infants with Possible Congenital Zika Virus Infection.  

 Due to recent hurricanes in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands, some pregnant women and infants with possible 

or confirmed Zika infection may choose to relocate to Wisconsin. Providers should be aware of this phenomenon 

and be vigilant in identifying these patients in order to connect them to critical services and monitored as needed. 

 As of October 17, 2017, CDC has reported a total of 98 infants born with birth defects and eight pregnancy losses 

with birth defects associated with congenital Zika virus infection since 2015 in the U.S. and D.C.     

 On July 24, 2017, CDC released updated interim guidance for U.S. health care providers caring for pregnant women 

with possible Zika virus exposure. Wisconsin DHS is following the updated testing recommendations outlined by the 

CDC; details regarding this change have been shared in a memo dated August 8, 2017.    

 As of July 2017, the Aedes albopictus mosquito has been found in Wisconsin. Ae. albopictus is one type of mosquito 

that is able to spread Zika virus, however there is no evidence of Zika-infected mosquitoes in Wisconsin.   

 There is still no evidence of local transmission of Zika in Wisconsin. Wisconsin residents at risk for Zika virus infection 

are people who have traveled or had sexual contact with someone who traveled to locations with active Zika virus 

transmission.    

 According to a June 16, 2017 CDC MMWR report, Zika-associated birth defects were reported in 8%, 5%, and 4% of 

infants or fetuses with maternal symptoms and/or positive laboratory results identified during the first, second, and 

third trimesters, respectively.  
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/pdfs/when-to-test-zika.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/pdfs/Tested_For_Zika_Flyer.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/pdfs/pretestingcounselingscript_livingin.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/pdfs/clinician-guide-no-ongoing-exposure.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/pdfs/clinician-guide-symptoms.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/pdfs/pediatric-evaluation-follow-up-tool.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/pdfs/mm6641a1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/pdfs/mm6641a1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/reporting/pregnancy-outcomes.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6629e1.htm?s_cid=mm6629e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6629e1.htm?s_cid=mm6629e1_w
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/memos/communicable-diseases/bcd-2017-03.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6623e1.htm?s_cid=mm6623e1_w
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Webinars: 
 
 

 CDC webinar for physicians on Zika, American Medical Association 

 Zika Virus: A Podcast for Professionals Providing Family Planning Services, National Clinic Training Center for 

Family Planning 

 Zika Toolkit for Healthcare Providers: Providing Family Planning Care for Non-Pregnant Women and Men of 

Reproductive Age in a Zika Context, CDC 

 Zika: The Science and the Situation, University of Virginia School of Medicine 

 Perceptions of Zika Virus Among Travelers to Zika-affected Areas, Harvard School of Public Health   

WHERE CAN I FIND HELPFUL RESOURCES? 

 CDC information sheets are intended to counsel pregnant women receiving Zika virus testing on the process 

of testing and interpretation of test results.   

 Travelers can sign up to receive Zika updates on their destination by using the CDC text messaging service. 

Text PLAN to 855-255-5606 to subscribe. This information has been added to the DHS Zika virus webpage in 

the “For Travelers” section.  

 CDC MMWR report published April 4, 2017 includes information on protecting pregnant women and babies 

from Zika virus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1csVKfquoM
https://nctcfp.podbean.com/e/zika-virus-a-podcast-for-professionals-providing-family-planning-services/
http://fpntc.org/training-and-resources/zika-toolkit-for-healthcare-providers-version-3-providing-family-planning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4a0j6waFyo
https://www.nphic.org/201612-horp-zika
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/hc-providers/testresults.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/travel.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/zika/travel.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/pdf/2017-04-vitalsigns.pdf

