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The number of acute hepatitis C cases has increased over 

the past 10 years with 119 cases reported in 2019. Most 

people with acute hepatitis C reported injecting drugs.  

Hepatitis C Trends 
Over the past 10 years, the number of newly reported hepatitis C cases 

among young people ages 15–29 has nearly doubled, and more 

Wisconsin counties are reporting cases. 
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In 2019, the hepatitis C virus epidemic in Wisconsin continued, with 2,467 newly reported cases, including 119 acute and 

2,348 chronic cases. As many as 70,000 people are living with hepatitis C in Wisconsin, but only half (38,831) have been 

identified and reported. For more information, visit the full hepatitis C annual review for 2019.  
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HEPATITIS C IN WISCONSIN 
2019 Summary Report 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p00440-2019.pdf
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Hepatitis C in 2019: Age, Sex, and Race 

P-02212 (October, 2020)       

In 2019, newly reported hepatitis C cases were commonly reported among two groups: young adults who were likely recently infected and 

older adults who were likely infected many years ago.  

Most hepatitis C cases in the U.S. are among baby boomers and 

likely represent infections that occurred many years ago. Two out of 

three cases in this cohort were male.  

In 2019, 598 females of 

childbearing age (ages 15–44) 
were reported with hepatitis C. 

Infants born to women with 

hepatitis C have a 6% risk of 

acquiring hepatitis C. 

Number 

of  

cases 

Most cases in this age group were 

among white people, but the rate 

of hepatitis C was highest among 
American Indians. 

In this age group, more than 2 out of 

every 3 cases were among white 

people, but the rate of hepatitis C 

was highest among black people. 

Percent of hepatitis C cases by race/ethnicity among people age 15–29, 2019 Percent of hepatitis C cases by race/ethnicity among people born 1945–1965, 2019 
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Baby boomers Young adults 

People who inject drugs are at high risk for hepatitis C, and injection 

drug use is the most commonly reported risk factor among this age 

group. Nearly half of cases ages 15–29 were female.  

 


