
SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS
U P  C L O S E  W I T H  T O B A C C O  A N D

In 2018, due to industry targeting and other contributing factors, 32% of
Wisconsinites who made less than $15,000 a year, and 32% of Wisconsinites with
less than a high school education smoked cigarettes.  

People who are under-insured or uninsured are often less likely to seek regular
health care due to financial fears, resulting in late diagnoses, poorer treatment,
and fewer chances to address risk factors associated with tobacco early on.

Source: CDC

Lack of comprehensive smoke-free air policies leave low-SES individuals
exposed to secondhand smoke more often than the general public. Secondhand
smoke causes more than 41,000 deaths per year, including over 400 sudden
infant deaths.

Low-SES smokers smoke earlier in life, more heavily, and for a longer time
because of things like tobacco-industry pressure, stress, less access to health
care, and cultural normalization.

Socioeconomic status (SES) is the idea that income, education, and occupation ultimately make up
a person's social standing. Individuals with lower income or lower educational achievement or
who live in low-income communities feel the pressure to use tobacco products more than the
general population. In Wisconsin 11% live below the federal poverty level.

L O W - S E S  I S  A  P R E D I C T O R  O F  S M O K I N G

F R E E  Q U I T  S E R V I C E S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E
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Free quit services are available for all Medicaid,
BadgerCare Plus, and SeniorCare members in
Wisconsin by contacting a provider or using the
Wisconsin Tobacco Quit Line.


