
COVID-19 TESTING  WHAT TO KNOW 
Why should  

you get  

tested? 

What types 
of tests are 

there? 

Testing is an important tool to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Getting tested for COVID-19 can tell you if are infected at 
the time of the test or if you were previously infected with COVID -19.  

Viral tests, such as molecular or antigen tests, detect active COVID -19 infection. Self-tests and at-home collection 
kits are viral tests. Antibody tests can tell if you were infected with COVID-19 sometime in the past. Learn more about 
molecular, antigen, and antibody tests below or visit www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/testing.htm. 

 

 

 What does the 
test result 

show? 

Other names 
for the test? 

How long 
do results 

Is another 
test needed? 

What are 
the  

limitations? 

Viral Tests 
Molecular Test Antigen Test Antibody Test 

Current COVID-19 infection.  Current COVID-19 infection.  Past COVID-19 infection. Sometimes 
shows immunity developed from the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Diagnostic test, RT-PCR or PCR 
test, nucleic ac id amplification 
test (NAAT), viral test, LAMP 
test.  

Rapid diagnostic test, paper test, lateral 
flow test.  

Serological test, blood test, serology test.  

Swabbing the nose or throat; 
or collecting saliva.  

Swabbing the nose. Drawing blood.  

Less than an hour.  Results usually take 1 to 3 days. 
This could be longer or shorter 
depending on the testing location.  

Results range from an hour to 1 to 3 
days depending on the testing location.  

Sometimes it can take several 
days to get your test results.  

Follow-up testing is not usually 
necessary.   

Reduced accuracy may lead to false 
results. Results may be less reliable for 
people without symptoms.  

Follow-up testing is not usually 
necessary.   

Does not diagnose current infection or infer 
immunity to COVID-19. Depending on the 
type of antibody test, you may test positive 
after getting the COVID-19 vaccine.  

Follow up testing may be necessary. Talk to 
your health care provider or local health 
department to determine whether additional 
testing is necessary.  
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How is the 
sample  

taken? 
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