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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Introduction to Governmental Public Health in Wisconsin. This is part of Public Health 101, and this module will focus on WI Statute and Rule related to Public Health. My name is Christie Reese, and I am a Public Health Workforce Strategist in the Office of Policy and Practice Alignment. There will be interactive pieces throughout the presentation to test your knowledge of the topics and to learn more about certain topics. In the presentation, there will be references to specific state statutes and administrative rules. For your convenience, a slide with links is included at the end of the presentation for those that would like to look further into the associated statutes and rules.



Objectives
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• Review Wisconsin’s 
legal structures related 
to public health

• Provide an overview of 
state statutes and 
rules that address 
public health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our objectives for this session are two-fold. The first is to review Wisconsin’s legal structures related to public health. The second is to provide an overview of state statutes and rules that address public health. Thank you for joining me. 



In Wisconsin…
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Wisconsin Administrative Code
Current through Register, November 

2023. No. 815
Published under s. 35.93 Wis. Stats.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wisconsin has state statutes and administrative rules/codes that identify what public health departments need to follow and implement. State statutes have a broader language, and the administrative rules give additional specific language for the statutes. 

Two written codes affect PH in WI: Statutes and Rules
(Who remembers school house rock?  I’m just a bill leads to laws.)
Difference between Statute and Rule
Statute (aka “Laws”)
Statutes are passed through the legislative process and signed into law by the governor.
Rules (aka “Regulations”)
Rules are created via the rulemaking process (which also goes through the governor and the Legislature).
Rules must be authorized by statute.
Statutes are typically broader in scope and less defined (not always).
Rules and law should never contradict each other, however, in the hierarchy of legal documents statute trumps rules.

 https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/boh-info.htm Lots of resources on this page from the roles of the board of health members, to the information on the local health departments and links to Statutes and Administrative Rules.
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Knowledge Check! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s pause for a moment. (iSpring interactive element – multiple choice) Time for a knowledge check! 

Statutes are passed through the legislative process and signed into law by the governor.  True

Statutes are typically, but not always, broader in scope and less defined than rules. True

Rules do not need to be authorized by statute and can stand on their own. False

Rules and law should never contradict each other, however, in the hierarchy of legal documents statute trumps rules. True





Important Public Health Statutes
•Wis. Stat. ch. 250 Health: Administration and 
Supervision
•Wis. Stat. ch. 251 Local Health Officials (and Boards)
•Wis. Stat. ch. 252 Communicable Diseases
•Wis. Stat. ch. 253 Maternal and Child Health
•Wis. Stat. ch. 254 Environmental Health
•Wis. Stat. ch. 255 Chronic Disease and Injuries
•Wis. Stat. ch. 256 Emergency Medical Services
•Wis. Stat. ch. 257 Emergency Volunteer Health Care 
Practitioners
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•

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wisconsin State Chapters 250-257 important public health statutes.   Wisconsin Statutes website
Wisconsin Administration Codes 139-140, 144-145 & 149 important administrative health codes. Wisconsin Administrative Code website
Wisconsin DHS Administrative Rule 140 is a rule all local health departments should review as it describes what is expected of each local health department




Important Public Health Rules
• Wis. Admin. Code ch. DHS 139 Qualifications Of 
Public Health Professionals Employed by Local Health 
Departments
•Wis. Admin. Code ch. DHS 140 Required Services of 
Local Health Departments
•Wis. Admin. Code ch. DHS 144 Immunization of 
Students
•Wis. Admin. Code ch. DHS 145 Control of 
Communicable Disease
•Wis. Admin. Code ch. DHS 149 (WIC)
•Wis. Admin. Code ch. ATCP 75 Retail Food 
Establishments
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rules (aka “Regulations”)
Rules are created via the rulemaking process, which – in short:
§Authorized via statute (limited and permanent)
§Proposed scope of rule (defining the boundaries)
§Drafting (typically involving stakeholder involvement and public comment)
§Approval by Agency and Governor
§Review and approval by the Legislature
§Publication (in effect)
§
“Administrative rules are promulgated by state agencies to implement or interpret statutes enforced or administered by the agency.” - Wisconsin Legislator Briefing Book 2019-20
Violating a rule, in effect, violates the law that created it.
(Still a criminal.)
Source: Wisconsin Legislator Briefing Book (2019-2020): https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lc/briefing_book
Rules and law should never contradict each other, however, in the hierarchy of legal documents statute trumps rules.




For more 
information, visit 
this DPH Local 
Boards of Health 
website.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wisconsin is a Home Rule state. Home Rule implies that each local level of government has a separate realm of authority that is granted by state statute.
The state creates the statutes and administrative rules, and the local municipalities implement them in the way that is best for them. The counties, cities and villages create ordinances to adopt state statute and administrative rule as well as their own individualized ordinances.  
Examples: Nuisance ordinances may differ depending on the municipality. These ordinances can give the health department the authority to investigate instances of potential nuisances such as accumulations of animal wastes; garbage; and other material that may create a health hazard in which insects or vermin. 


https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/boh-info.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/boh-info.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/boh-info.htm
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Questions?
Thank you!

Email:
Riley Reyes, hannah.rileyreyes@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
Christie Reese, christie.reese@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for completing this module, I hope you have gained insight into the structure of governmental public health here in Wisconsin. If you have questions, please contact Riley Reyes, hannah.rileyreyes@dhs.wisconsin.gov  or Christie Reese, christie.reese@dhs.wisconsin.gov .

mailto:hannah.rileyreyes@dhs.wisconsin.gov
mailto:christie.reese@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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