Tuberculosis (TB) Lab Results

Reference for Nurses

Testing algorithm at Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene (WSLH)

Specimen
received and
processed
/ —
Smear Culture
Microscopy 1
— AFB growth, positive
AFB smear AFB smear culture
positive negative l
| | Identification of
TB and MAC PCR/NAAT TB PCR/NAAT by organism
request only from TB l
.pr_ogram St_aff 'f_ Drug susceptibility testing for
clinical sysplmon IS MTBC or NTM
high

Interpretation of AFB Smear, TB PCR, and Culture Results

AFB smear Some type of acid fast bacilli (AFB) were seen through the
microscope (TB or Non-Tuberculous Mycobacterium (NTM)).

TB PCR/ NAAT | TB DNA was detected in the sample. This confirms active TB
disease.

Culture TB is alive and growing in the sample. This confirms active TB
disease that is viable. This is the gold standard for TB diagnosis.
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