
 

Tuberculosis (TB) Lab Results 

Reference for Nurses 
Testing algorithm at Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene (WSLH)  

Interpretation of AFB Smear,  TB PCR,  and Culture Results 

Test Type: What a positive M. tuberculosis result means: 

AFB smear Some type of acid fast bacilli (AFB) were seen through the 

microscope  (TB or Non-Tuberculous Mycobacterium (NTM)). 

TB PCR/ NAAT TB DNA was detected in the sample.  

disease. 

This confirms active TB 

Culture TB is alive and growing in the sample.  

disease that is viable. This is the gold s

This confirms active TB 

tandard for TB diagnosis. 
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