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The following information on cancer summarizes data 
collected by the Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System and 
other programs in the Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services. There were, on average, 27,256 new cases of 
cancer diagnosed each year among Wisconsin residents 
in 2002-2006.  The average annual number of Wisconsin 
resident deaths attributed to cancer during this period was 
10,841.   

 
 
 CANCER INCIDENCE  
 

   2002-2006 
 
• Number of cancers1 diagnosed (annual average)  27,256    
 
• Age-adjusted incidence rate per 100,000 population:  

Males    544.2  
Females   418.4  • Women (age 50+) who had a mammogram in the  
Total    470.3 

 
• Age-adjusted incidence rate by race2 and ethnicity—Males: 

White     534.8 
African American   699.6 
American Indian   469.1 
Asian/Pacific Islander   278.2 
Hispanic/Latino   378.9 
  

• Age-adjusted incidence rate by race2 and ethnicity—Females: 
White    417.7 
African American   422.3 
American Indian   339.9       Age Percent 
Asian/Pacific Islander   259.1 

      Hispanic/Latina   328.4 
 
• The most frequently diagnosed cancers for males in 2002-2006 

were prostate (29%), lung (14%) and colorectal (10%). 
 
• The most frequently diagnosed cancers for females in  

 2002-2006 were breast (29%), lung (11%) and colorectal (13%). 
 

 
    
   2002-2006  

• Stage of disease, at diagnosis, for all cancers: 
Early    46.4% 
Late    43.0% 
Unstaged   10.7% 

 
• Stage of disease, at diagnosis, for female breast cancer: 

Early    61.7% 
Late    32.9% 
Unstaged   5.4% 

 
• Stage of disease, at diagnosis, for prostate cancer: 

Early    77.5% 
Late    14.9% 
Unstaged    7.6% 

 
 
 
 
 CANCER SCREENINGS, 2008 
 

  past year    65% 
 
• Women (age 18+) who had a Pap smear in the past 
  three years    83% 
        
• Adults (age 50+) who had a sigmoidoscopy or 
  colonoscopy in the past five years                                  57%        
             
 
 WISCONSIN ADULTS AND CANCER, 2007 
 

• Estimated percent of adults ever 
 diagnosed with cancer3  18-44 2% 

  45-64 7% 
  65-74 15% 
  75+  22% 
  All Adults    7 % 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
  CANCER MORTALITY 
 
 
 

   2002-2006 
 

• Number of cancer deaths (annual average)   10,841 
 

• Age-adjusted mortality rate per 100,000 population: 
  Males                  226.3  

Females   156.6 
Total    184.3 

 
• Age-adjusted mortality rate by race2 and ethnicity—Males : 

White    223.3 
African American   348.4 
American Indian   268.4 
Asian/Pacific Islander   98.7 
Hispanic/Latino    109.2 
               

• Age-adjusted mortality rate by race2 and ethnicity—Females: 
White    155.1 
African American   195.8 
American Indian   189.0 
Asian/Pacific Islander   102.7 
Hispanic/Latina   68.3 
                                                                     

 
• The most frequent cancer deaths for males in 2002-2006 were lung 

(28%), prostate (11%) and colorectal (9%). 
 

• The most frequent cancer deaths for females in 2002-2006 were 
lung (24%), breast (15%) and colorectal (10%). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
 Cancers included are those that are invasive; that is, they invade the host organs 

and may also invade the surrounding tissue. 
2

 Race categories are not mutually exclusive from the Hispanic/Latino category. 
3 Includes nonreportable cancers; does not include residents of nursing homes other 

institutions. 



   

 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
Cancers Reportable to the Wisconsin Cancer Reporting 
System.  This summary includes counts and rates for 
invasive cancers that invade the host organ and may also 
invade the surrounding tissue. The Registry collects all 
malignant noninvasive and invasive cancers except basal 
and squamous skin cancers and in situ cervical cancers. 
 
Age-adjusted Rates.  Age-adjusted rates take into account 
diverse age distributions between populations. An age-
specific rate for each age group was determined, then 
weighted by multiplying it by the proportion of the Year 
2000 U.S. standard population in that age group.  The age-
adjusted rate is the sum of the weighted age-specific rates. 

   
Stage of Disease.  "Early" includes local tumors confined to 
the organ of origin; "late" includes all regional and distant 
tumors. 

 
Sources of Data.  Incidence data are collected by the 
Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System; mortality data are 
from Wisconsin resident death files released by the National 
Center for Health Statistics; cancer screening data are from 
the 2008 Wisconsin Behavioral Risk Factor Survey; and the 
estimated percent of adults ever diagnosed with cancer is 
from the 2007 Wisconsin Family Health Survey. 

 
  
 The report Wisconsin Cancer Incidence and Mortality, 

2002-2006 provides more detailed information.  This and 
other cancer-related publications are available online at 
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/wcrs/. 

  
 

Address mail requests to: 
 

Wisconsin Cancer Reporting System  
Office of Health Informatics 

Division of Public Health 
Department of Health Services 

P.O. Box 2659 
Madison, WI  53701-2659 
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