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Foreword

The Department of Health and Family Services is mandated by section 69.03 (9), Wisconsin Statutes, to
prepare an annual report on vital statistics. This report summarizes data collected from the confidential
portion of the birth record and related infant death information compiled from resident death certificates.

The Department of Health and Family Services produced this publication, which was prepared in the
Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health.

In the Bureau of Health Information and Policy, staff of the Vital Records Section, Registration and
Statistics Unit, collected and compiled the birth, infant death, and fetal death records. Laura Ninneman
prepared the report and updated the narrative. Patricia Nametz edited the report. Draft review and
comments were provided by Murray Katcher, M.D., Bureau of Community Health Promotion, Division of
Public Health. The report was prepared under the supervision of John Kiesow, State Registrar, Vital
Records Section, and Jane Kraus, Supervisor, Registration and Statistics Unit; and the overall direction of
Patricia Guhleman, Director, Bureau of Health Information and Policy.

Additional health-related statistical information for Wisconsin is available through the Internet on the
Department of Health and Family Services Web site, at http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/stats. Wisconsin
Interactive Statistics on Health (WISH) is a data query system that allows users to obtain birth and other data
tailored to their specifications, at http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/wish. Trend tables of maternal and child health
data for individual counties are available at http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/localdata/infantspgwomn/start.htm.

Comments, suggestions and requests for further information may be addressed to:

Laura Ninneman
Bureau of Health Information and Policy
Division of Public Health
Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services
P. O. Box 309, Room 172
Madison WI 53701-0309
Telephone: (608)266-2838
E-mail: ninnell@dhfs.state.wi.us

Suggested citation:

Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Division of Public Health, Bureau of Health
Information and Policy. Wisconsin Births and Infant Deaths, 2006 (P-45364-06). September
2007.
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Introduction

his report presents information about births that occurred in 2006 to Wisconsin residents. Information

from previous years is also presented to show changes over time. Information is included on the number
and rate of live births; demographic characteristics of the mother, such as age, race/ethnicity, marital status,
education and number of previous births; characteristics of the pregnancy and delivery, including the
trimester that prenatal care began, number of visits, and whether the mother smoked during pregnancy; and
characteristics of the newborn. Also included is information about infants who died before their first
birthday, and fetuses of more than 20 weeks of gestation who were stillborn.

All data in this report refer to Wisconsin residents unless otherwise noted. In most tables, events have been
assigned to the place where the person lives (usually legal residence), regardless of the place of the event.
For births, the reference is to the residence of the mother. For deaths, the reference is to the residence of the
infant.

The indicators included in this report have been selected based on their availability from birth and infant
death records and their use in identifying health risks, as determined by national and international studies.
The data files used are the Wisconsin resident birth certificate file, the matched birth-death file, and the fetal
death file. The tables and graphics presented were designed to make these indicators easily accessible, while
allowing users flexibility. Most tables include the frequencies of events or conditions, along with
percentages or rates. In general, bar graphs show data for 2006 (and comparative information for 1996); line
graphs show time trends, and vary in the years shown for comparison.

This year’s report includes two additions. Table 1-7 (p. 27) shows the percent of births at low birthweight
and very low birthweight for African American and white births, and the black/white disparity ratios; and
Table 1-9 (p. 32) shows infant mortality rates by race/ethnicity and mother's age.

This year a change was made to the way birth rates at the youngest and oldest maternal ages are
calculated. For teen birth rates (15-19 and 15-17), mothers younger than 15 are excluded from the
numerator. For birth rates to women aged 40-44, mothers older than 44 are excluded from the numerator.
This change was made to make the rates comparable to national statistics. Table 1-1, Figure 2, Figure 4,
and Table 3-2 were affected by this change.

Chapter 69 of the Wisconsin Statutes mandates the Department of Health and Family Services to supervise
and direct the collection of birth data from hospitals and birth attendants. State law also requires the
Department to protect the confidentiality of birth data, and to ensure that statistical information based on the
data (such as that contained in this report) does not identify any individual. The Bureau of Health
Information and Policy in the Department of Health and Family Services scrupulously follows written
procedures to protect the confidential data entrusted to it.

The National Center for Health Statistics works with representatives of all 50 states to select the specific data
items collected on the birth record. Data items are chosen for their usefulness in understanding and
improving maternal and child health outcomes.

The Bureau of Health Information and Policy acknowledges and thanks the Wisconsin hospitals and birth
attendants who reported birth information, and their counterparts in neighboring states who submitted out-of-
state birth data for Wisconsin residents.
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Key Findings
* In 2006, there were 72,302 live births to Wisconsin residents, 1,368 more than in 2005.

* The 2006 crude birth rate in Wisconsin was 12.9 births per 1,000 total population, a slight
increase from 2005 (12.7). In comparison, the United States crude birth rate for 2004 was 14.0
per 1,000 population. (The crude birth rate is the number of live births per 1,000 total
population.)

* The 2006 general fertility rate of 63.4 births per 1,000 Wisconsin females aged 15-44 was
lower than the 2004 United States general fertility rate of 66.3 births per 1,000 (see Technical
Notes, page 107, for source of U.S. data).

* In 2006, the fertility rate for Wisconsin teens aged 15-19 was 30.6 births per 1,000 females in
this age group. This was a slight increase from the 2005 rate (30.1). In 2004, the U.S. teen
fertility rate was 41.1.

* Wisconsin age-specific fertility rates are lower than the corresponding national rates for teens,
women aged 20-24 and women aged 35 and older. Age-specific fertility rates for women aged
25-29 and 30-34 are higher than corresponding national rates (see page 5 of this report).

*  From 1996 to 2006, the percent of births to women in their teens and early thirties decreased,
while the percent of births to women in their twenties and aged 35-39 increased. The
proportion of births to women aged 40 and older remained the same.

*  From 1996 to 2006, the proportion of Wisconsin births to non-Hispanic white women
decreased from 82 percent to 75 percent, while the proportion of births to Hispanics/Latinos
increased from 5 percent to 10 percent. The proportion of births to women in other
race/ethnicity groups remained roughly stable, with black/African American women
accounting for 10 percent in both 1996 and 2006, American Indian women approximately 1
percent each year, and women in other groups approximately 3 to 4 percent each year.

* In 2006, 15 percent of Wisconsin women who gave birth had not finished high school, down
from 16 percent in 1996. Fifty-six percent of women who gave birth in 2006 had attended
college for one year or more, compared to 51 percent in 1996.

* The overall proportion of women who received first-trimester prenatal care was 84 percent in
2006, the same as the percent in 1996. The proportion with first-trimester care increased for
mothers aged less than 15, 18-19, 20-24, and 40 and older; and in all race/ethnicity groups
except whites.

* The proportion of women giving birth who reported they smoked during pregnancy decreased
from 18 percent in 1996 to 15 percent in 2006.

* In 2006, 4,994 Wisconsin infants were low birthweight; that is, they weighed less than 2,500
grams (about 5.5 pounds) at birth. This total represented 6.9 percent of all births, compared to
7.0 percent in 2005. In comparison, 8.1 percent of all infants born in the United States in 2004
weighed less than 2,500 grams.

*  Among low birthweight infants, 914 (1.3 percent of all births ) were born at very low
birthweight (less than 1,500 grams or about 3.3 pounds) and were thus at the highest risk for
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health problems. The very low birthweight percentage was 1.0 percent of births to whites, 3.0
percent of births to blacks/African Americans, 1.7 percent of births to American Indians, 1.3
percent of births to Hispanics/Latinos and 1.1 percent of births to Laotian/Hmong.

* In 2006, 8,104 Wisconsin infants were born prematurely (with a gestation of less than 37
weeks). This total represented 11.2 percent of all births (compared to 11.3% in 2005). (See
Technical Notes, page 108, for full definition of prematurity.)

* In Wisconsin, 462 infants under the age of one year died in 2006. The 2006 infant mortality
rate was 6.4 infant deaths per 1,000 live births, compared to 6.6 in 2005 and 7.3 in 1996. The
2004 U.S. infant mortality rate (the latest available) was 6.8 infant deaths per 1,000 live births.

* The black/African American infant mortality rate for 2006 was 17.2 deaths per 1,000 births to
black/African American mothers, compared to 15.0 in 2005 and 18.3 in 1996. The 2006 white
infant mortality rate was 4.9 deaths per 1,000 births to white women, compared to 5.6 in 2005
and 5.9 in 1996. The Hispanic/Latino infant mortality rate for 2006 was 6.3 deaths per 1,000
births to Hispanic/Latino women, compared to 6.7 in 2005 and 10.2 in 1996.

* Based on three-year rolling average infant mortality rates (Figure 22), American Indian infant
mortality has dropped markedly since 1984. The rate was 19.6 per 1,000 live births in 1984-
1986 and 8.1 per 1,000 in 2004-2006. The African American infant mortality rate has
remained much higher than the rate for other populations in Wisconsin for at least two decades.
The three-year average rate was 18.4 per 1,000 live births in 1984-1986, and 17.2 in 2004-
2006. The Hispanic/Latino infant mortality rate fluctuated but remained essentially unchanged;
it was 6.4 per 1,000 live births in 1984-1986 and 6.0 per 1,000 in 2004-2006. Total infant
mortality and white infant mortality declined gradually over the 1984-2006 period.

* The black-white disparity ratio for infant mortality has increased over the past 15 years. The
black/African American infant mortality rate was 2.2 times the white rate in 1990-1992, and
3.4 times the white rate in 2004-2006 (Figure 23).

Ten Most Popular First Names for Newborns,
Wisconsin 2006
Females Males
I. Ava 1. Ethan
2. Emma 2. Jacob
3. Emily 3. Logan
4. Olivia 4. Mason
5. Isabella 5. Noah
6. Abigail 6. Alexander
7. Hannah 7. Benjamin
8. QGrace 8. Tyler
9. Elizabeth 9. Owen
10. Ella 10. Michael

Source:  Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of
Health and Family Services.

Notes: This ranking counts each spelling as a separate name. The list would change somewhat if
different spellings were grouped together and counted as one name. For example,
counting Kaitlyn, Katelyn, Caitlin, Caitlyn and Kaitlin as one name could change the
placements.
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Birth and Fertility Rates Statewide Information

Birth and Fertility Rates

* In 2006 there were 72,302 births to Wisconsin residents, 1,368 more than in 2005 (Figure 1).

* The 2006 crude birth rate was 12.9 births per 1,000 population (Table 2-1), slightly higher than the
2005 rate (12.7). In comparison, the United States crude birth rate for 2004 was 14.0 births per 1,000
population. (The crude birth rate is the number of live births per 1,000 total population.)

* The 2006 general fertility rate of 63.4 births per 1,000 Wisconsin females ages 15-44 (Table 2-1) was

higher than the 2005 rate (61.2). In comparison, the United States general fertility rate for 2004 was
66.3 births per 1,000.

Figure 1. Number of Births to Wisconsin Residents, 1910-2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family
Services.

Note: A live birth is the complete expulsion or extraction from his or her mother of a human being, at any stage of
development, who, after the expulsion or extraction, breathes or has a beating heart, pulsation of the umbilical
cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles, regardless of whether the umbilical cord has been cut, and
regardless of whether the expulsion or extraction occurs as a result of a natural or induced labor, a cesarean
section, or an abortion. Unless otherwise noted, all births referred to in this report are live births to Wisconsin
residents.
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Birth and Fertility Rates

Statewide Information

* Wisconsin age-specific fertility rates are lower than the corresponding national rates for teens, women
aged 20-24 and women aged 35 and older (Table 1-1). Age-specific fertility rates are the number of

births to a specific age group per 1,000 females in that age group.

* Fertility rates among Wisconsin women aged 25-29 and 30-34 are higher than the corresponding
national rates, based on United States 2004 final statistics (Table 1-1). (See Technical Notes, page

107, for source of U.S. data.)

Table 1-1. Age-Specific Fertility Rates, Wisconsin, 2006 and United States, 2004

Age Wisconsin Rate U.S. Rate
10-14 0.5 0.7
15-19 30.6 41.1

15-17 15.6 22.1

18-19 53.1 70.0
20-24 86.5 101.7
25-29 126.9 115.5
30-34 101.1 95.3
35-39 43.6 45.4
40-44 7.5 8.9
45-49 0.4 0.5

Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family

Services.

Note: Rates are the number of births per 1,000 females in the age group. See Technical Notes (page 107) for an

explanation of birth rate calculations.
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Birth and Fertility Rates

Statewide Information

e Compared with 1990 (Figure 2), age-specific fertility rates in 2006 were:

e Lower for teens and women aged 20-24.
e Higher for women aged 25-plus.
Figure 2. Age-Specific Fertility Rates, Wisconsin, 1990-2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health

and Family Services.

Note: Rates are the number of births per 1,000 females in the age group. See Technical Notes

(page 107) for an explanation of birth rate calculations.
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Birth and Fertility Rates Statewide Information

Births per 1,000 Females Aged 15-44

in Race/Ethnicity Group

Race/ethnicity-specific birth rates (births per 1,000 females aged 15-44 in a race/ethnicity group)
have decreased since 1990 for non-Hispanic whites, African Americans, and Asians.

The overall birth rate (also called the general fertility rate) also decreased, from 64.5 to 63.4 per
1,000 females aged 15-44.

The African American and Asian birth rates decreased most dramatically. The African American
rate decreased from 110.5 births per 1,000 African American females aged 15-44 in 1990 to 82.0
per 1,000 in 2006, a decline of 26 percent. The Asian birth rate decreased 28 percent, from 119.7
to 86.7 per 1,000 Asian females aged 15-44.

The white birth rate decreased from 60.2 to 57.4 per 1,000 white females aged 15-44.

The American Indian birth rate stayed fairly stable during the 1990s, then began gradually
increasing. In 2006, the rate was 95.2 per 1,000 American Indian females aged 15-44 (85.7 in
1990).

In contrast to trends in most other groups, the Hispanic/Latino birth rate has steadily increased

since 1990. In 2006, the Hispanic/Latino birth rate was 111.8 per 1,000 Hispanic/Latino females
aged 15-44 (85.1 in 1990).

Figure 3. Birth Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health
and Family Services.

Notes:  See Technical Notes (page 107) for definition of race/ethnicity categories. Birth rates for
Wisconsin females by race are based on bridged race estimates from the US Census Bureau.
Because individuals could report more than one race for the first time during the 2000 Census,
rates for earlier years are not directly comparable to those for 2000 and later.

Population estimates, especially in relatively small and fast-growing populations, become less
reliable with every year that passes after the Census on which they are based. This can affect
the reliability of rates for some populations. Rates by race/ethnicity in the latter half of the
decade should thus be viewed with caution.

These rates may not match previously published rates due to updates in the population
estimates by race/ethnicity.
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Birth and Fertility Rates Statewide Information

* In 2006, the fertility rate for Wisconsin teens aged 15-19 was 30.6 births per 1,000 females in this age
group (Figure 2). The rate in 2005 was 30.1. This is the first increase in the teen fertility rate since
1999. Over the last decade, there has been a general decline in the teen fertility rate.

* For many years the Wisconsin teen fertility rate has been lower than the comparable national rate. In
2004, the U.S. teen fertility rate was 41.1.

Figure 4. Teen Birth Rates, Wisconsin, 1990-2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family
Services.

Note: Fertility rates are the number of births per 1,000 females in the age group. See Technical Notes (page 107) for
an explanation of birth rate calculations.
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Characteristics of the Mother Statewide Information

Characteristics of the Mother

Age of Mother

Births in 2006 included:

92 Dirths to teens less than 15 years old
1,840 births to teens 15-17 years old
4,168 births to teens 18-19 years old

17,163  births to women aged 20-24
22,235 births to women aged 25-29
16,886 births to women aged 30-34
8,200 births to women aged 35-39
1,611 Dbirths to women aged 40-44
91 births to women aged 45 or older
16 births with unreported maternal age.

*  From 1996 to 2006, the percent of births to women in their teens and early thirties decreased, while the
percent of births to women in their twenties and late thirties increased. The proportion of births to
women aged 40-plus remained the same (Figure 5).

Figure 5. Percent of Births by Age of Mother, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Note: For detailed information on 2006 births by age of mother, see Tables 4-1 and 4-2, pages 92 and 93.
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Characteristics of the Mother

Statewide Information

Births to Teens

» The majority of births to teens (under 20 years of age) were to older teens, aged 18-19. This was also

true in 1996 (Table 1-2).

Table 1-2. Teen Births by Age, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006

Maternal Age 1996 2006
(Teens) Number Percent Number Percent
<15 143 2% 92 2%
15-17 2,509 35 1,840 30
18-19 4,454 63 4,168 68
Total <20 7,106 100% 6,100 100%

Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Note:  Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

o Non-Hispanic whites make up the largest number of teen births in the state (3,139 in 2006) (Table

1-3).

o Teen births represented 8.4 percent of all births, and a higher proportion of births to blacks/African
Americans, American Indians, Hispanics/Latinos, and Laotian/Hmong (Table 1-3).

Table 1-3. Teen Births by Race/Ethnicity, Wisconsin, 2006

Number of Births Percent of Births

Race/Ethnicity Total Teens (<20) | Teens (<20) Ages 20+ Total
Total 72,302 6,100 8.4% 91.6% 100.0%
White 54,525 3,139 5.8 94.2 100.0
Black/African American 7,020 1,540 21.9 78.1 100.0
American Indian 1,146 181 15.8 84.2 100.0
Hispanic/Latino 6,861 967 14.1 85.9 100.0
Laotian/Hmong 1,239 204 16.5 83.5 100.0
Other Asian 1,484 66 4.4 95.6 100.0

Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Note: Included in the total are 27 births for which race/ethnicity of mother was not reported; 3 of these were to
mothers under 20 years of age. See Technical Notes (page 107) for definition of race/ethnicity categories.
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Characteristics of the Mother Statewide Information

* In 2006 compared to 1996, teen births represented a smaller proportion of births in all race/ethnicity
groups. The largest decline in the teen birth percentage occurred among Hispanics/Latinos: teen births
made up 14 percent of Hispanic/Latino births in 2006, compared to 22 percent in 1996 (Figure 6).

Figure 6. Teen Births as a Percent of Total Births in Each
Race/Ethnicity Group, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006

29
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American

Race/Ethnicity of Mother

Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Notes:  See Technical Notes (page 107) for definition of race/ethnicity categories.

e In 2006, 10 percent of teen births occurred less than 24 months since a previous birth. Seven percent
of teen births occurred 24 or more months since a previous birth, and 81 percent were first births
(Table 1-4).

Table 1-4. Teen Births by Interval in Months Since Last Live Birth, Wisconsin, 2006

All All Teens All All Teens

Birth Interval Ages (<20) <18 18-19 Ages (<20) <18 18-19
Total 72,302 6,100 1,932 4,168 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
First Birth 28,363 4,958 1,732 3,226 39.2 81.3 89.6 77.4
1-11 Months 684 81 16 65 0.9 1.3 0.8 1.6
12-17 Months 3,917 307 71 236 5.4 5.0 3.7 5.7
18-23 Months 6,167 224 43 181 8.5 3.7 2.2 43
24-Plus Months 30,204 427 39 388 41.8 7.0 2.0 9.3
Unknown 1,819 44 10 34 2.5 0.7 0.5 0.8
Plural Delivery 1,148 59 21 38 1.6 1.0 1.1 0.9

Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Note: Included in the total for all ages are 16 births for which age of mother was not reported. The “plural delivery”

row includes those births in each multiple birth that are second or later birth position. For example, in a twin
delivery, the first-born twin is included in the birth interval distribution (months since last live birth) and the

second-born twin is included in the “plural delivery” row.
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Race/Ethnicity of Mother
* In 2006, 54,525 births (75.4%) were to non-Hispanic white women (Table 1-5). This percentage has
gradually declined in recent decades (it was 81.8% in 1996).

* 7,020 births (9.7%) were to non-Hispanic black/African American women (Table 1-5). The percent of
births to black/African American women has been fairly stable since 1996.

* 1,146 births (1.6%) were to American Indian women (Table 1-5). This proportion has been stable for
the past decade.

* 6,861 births (9.5%) were to Hispanic/Latino women (Table 1-5). This is double the proportion of
Hispanic/Latino births in 1996 (4.7%).

* 1,239 births (1.7%) were to Laotian/Hmong women, similar to the 1996 percentage (1.5%).

* An additional 1,484 births (2.1%) were to women in other Asian groups (such as Chinese, Japanese,
and Korean.)

Table 1-5. Number and Percent of Births by Race/Ethnicity, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006

1996 2006
Number Percent Number Percent
Total 67,150 100.0% 72,302 100.0%
White 54,915 81.8 54,525 75.4
Black/African American 6,380 9.5 7,020 9.7
American Indian 812 1.2 1,146 1.6
Hispanic/Latino 3,138 4.7 6,861 9.5
Laotian/Hmong 1,031 1.5 1,239 1.7
Other Asian 855 1.3 1,484 2.1
Unknown 19 0.0 27 0.0

Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Note: The “other Asian” category includes all Asian groups other than Laotian/Hmong; in 2006 it also includes 10
births to Hawaiians.

Page 12 Wisconsin Births and Infant Deaths, 2006



Characteristics of the Mother

Statewide Information

Figure 6. Percent of Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Notes:  See Technical Notes (page 107) for definition of race/ethnicity categories. For detailed information on 2006
births by race/ethnicity of mother, see Tables 4-3 and 4-4, pages 94-97. Percents may not add to 100 due to

rounding.
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Statewide Information

Marital Status of Mother

* In 2006, 34 percent of births were to unmarried women, compared with 28 percent in 1996 (Figure 8).

* In general, the percent of births to mothers who are unmarried decreases with age. Eighty-four percent
of those aged 18-19 giving birth in 2006 were unmarried, compared with only 14 percent of those aged

30-34 (Figure 8).

* Between 1996 and 2006, the unmarried percentage increased in every maternal age group except
mothers under 15 years old (Figure 8). The largest increase occurred among mothers aged 20-24

(from 47% to 59%—12 percentage points).

Figure 8. Percent of Births to Unmarried Mothers, by Age, Wisconsin,
1996 and 2006

120
99 99
100 - o1 93
80 84
. 80
@
S o 59
& 47
40 34
20 { |EI ¥ 1 14
o m Hn N |}
Total <15 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40+
Age of Mother
Source:

01996
W 2006

Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.
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*  From 1996 to 2006, the percent of non-marital births increased among whites, American Indians,
Hispanics/Latinos and Laotian/Hmong, and decreased slightly in the “other Asian” group. The percent
of non-marital births among blacks/African Americans stayed the same over the decade (Figure 9).

* The Wisconsin percent of births to unmarried mothers in 2006 (34%) was lower than the national
percent in 2004 (36%). However, the percent of births to unmarried mothers was higher in Wisconsin
than nationally among whites (26% vs. 25%), blacks/African Americans (83% vs. 69%) and
Hispanics/Latinos (51% vs. 46%).

Figure 9. Percent of Births to Unmarried Mothers, by Race/Ethnicity,
Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family Services.

Notes:  See Technical Notes (page 107) for definition of race/ethnicity categories.
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Education of Mother

e In 2006, 15 percent of women who gave birth had not finished high school, compared to 16 percent
in 1996 (Figure 10). By age, the percentages with less than a high school education in 2006 were:

91%
35%
21%
10%

7%

7%
11%

among mothers less than 18
among mothers 18-19
among mothers 20-24
among mothers 25-29
among mothers 30-34
among mothers 35-39
among mothers 40 or older

e On average, mothers in minority race/ethnicity groups were less likely to have completed high
school. In 2006, the proportions of births to women with less than a high school education were:

8%
33%
28%
50%
32%

8%

among whites

among blacks/African Americans
among American Indians

among Hispanics/Latinos

among Laotian/Hmong

among other Asian groups
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Statewide Information

« Fifty-six percent of women who gave birth in 2006 had attended college for one year or more (Figure
10). The comparable percentage in 1996 was 51 percent.

Figure 10. Percent of Births by Education of Mother, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006
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Source: Bureau of Health Information and Policy, Division of Public Health, Department of Health and Family

Services.

Notes:  “Some High School” or “Some College” means the mother completed at least one year of schooling at that
level. For detailed information on 2006 births by education of mother, see Tables 4-1 through 4-5, pages 92-
99. Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

Wisconsin Births and Infant Deaths, 2006

Page 17



Characteristics of the Pregnancy and Delivery

Statewide Information

Prenatal Care

Characteristics of the Pregnancy and Delivery

* The overall proportion of women who received first-trimester prenatal care was 84 percent in 2006,

the same as in 1996 (Figure 11).

* In 2,219 births in 2006, the mother either did not begin prenatal care until the third trimester of
pregnancy (1,631 births) or received no care at all (588 births) (Table 2-22). These births with “late or
no prenatal care” constituted 3.1 percent of all births (down from 3.3 percent in 1996).

* Patterns of prenatal care initiation by age were similar in 1996 and 2006 (Figure 11).

* The percent of Wisconsin women who received first-trimester prenatal care in 2006 (84%) was the
same as the 2004 national figure (84%).

Figure 11. Percent of Births to Mothers Who Received First-Trimester
Prenatal Care, by Age, Wisconsin, 1996 and 2006
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Services.
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From 1996 to 2006, the proportion of women receiving first-trimester care increased within each

race/ethnicity group except whites. The increase was especially striking among African American and
Laotian/Hmong women (Figure 12).

Figure 12. Percent 