
MDS 3.0 for Beginners 
 

Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI) 
Minimum Data Set (MDS) 3.0 

 
 

Program Content 
 
 

This program, sponsored by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Division of Quality 
Assurance, is a BASIC Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI) training program.  This program 
is designed for nursing home staff who are new to using the RAI that includes the Minimum Data Set 
(MDS); and for persons who need to update BASIC knowledge, skills and abilities in the RAI 
process.  The program will affirm the role of assessment in providing quality of care and quality of 
life.  There will also be review of accurate coding of the MDS sections on an item by item basis, an 
overview of the federal regulations pertaining to the use of the RAI, and affirmation of the need to 
complete the MDS accurately and timely. 

 
 

Program Goals 
 
 

The program will provide participants with information and instructions on using the RAI and explain 
coding of the MDS.  After attending this workshop, participants will be able to: 
 
 Define resident assessment requirements. 
 Use the RAI in accordance with Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

requirements. 
 Accurately code the MDS using the required standard definitions. 
 Apply the MDS triggering logic to the Care Area Assessment (CAA) process. 
 Use the CAA process to further assess the functional status in triggered areas. 
 Use the RAI process to develop a comprehensive care plan. 

 
 

Intended Audience 
 
 

 Nursing home staff who are new to the MDS 3.0/RAI process within the last three years; 
including clinical nursing staff, directors of nursing, social workers, dietetic professionals, activity 
directors, rehabilitation therapists, administrators, health information professionals, and quality 
assurance monitors. 

 Hospice staff that interface with nursing homes and want information about the RAI process and 
MDS. 

 
 

Faculty - Division of Quality Assurance 
 
 

Peg Katz, RN 
RAI Education Coordinator 

 
 

  



Dates - Locations 
 

October 29, 2015 
 

Best Western Trail Lodge 
3340 Mondovi Road 

Eau Claire, WI 
(715) 838-9989 

www.bestwestern.com 

 

November 5, 2015 
 

Holiday Inn - American Center 
5109 W Terrace Drive 

Madison, WI 
(608) 249-4220 

http://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/
us/en/madison/msntc/hoteldetail 

 

November 12, 2015 
 

Brookfield Suites 
1200 South Moorland Road 

Brookfield, WI 
(262) 782-2900 

www.brookfieldsuiteshotel.com 

 
 

Time 

Registration:  7:30 am – 8:00 am 
Program:  8:00 am – 4:00 pm (includes luncheon 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 

 
 

How to Register 
To register, complete the short survey at: 
http://4.selectsurvey.net/DHS/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=MDS30  
 

Make payment with CHECK only. Check payment made to the attention of DHS/DQA. 

Mail payment to: DHS/DQA/MDS Room 450, 1 West Wilson Street, Madison, WI 53703 
Registration Fee:  $115.00 per person 

Registration Deadline Date:  October 15, 2015 
If the number of registrations is under 20, registrants will be notified one week prior to the training 
program date of cancellation.  Registration is limited to 35 people per training program. 

Attendance: 
If you cannot attend, a substitute can be sent.  Walk-in registrations will not be accepted. 
Refunds will not be made after the registration deadline date of October 15, 2015. 

Registration Questions: 
Leann.Graffin@wi.gov or call (608) 267-1438 
Sandra.Wasilewski@wi.gov or call (608) 266-0582 
Special Accommodations: 
If assistance is needed or materials are required in an alternate format, contact 
Leann.Graffin@wi.gov or call (608) 267-1438. 

 
 

Miscellaneous 

Program includes RAI Manual, program materials, certificate of attendance, luncheon and breaks. 

If severe weather is threatening, call the Division of Quality Assurance at (608) 267-3809. 
A message will inform you if the conference has been cancelled. 

The hotels have room blocks set up at state rate.  When registering ask for the “MDS Training” 
room block. The room block expires one month prior to each training date. 
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