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Welcome

Introduce yourself in the 
chat: name, title, agency.

Download the dataset, data 
dictionary, and user guide 
from the Structural and 
Social Determinants of 
Health (SDoH) Data 
webpage. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
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Agenda

 Define social and 
structural determinants of 
health (SDoH) data

 Discuss dataset purpose 
and use cases

 Demonstrate how to 
navigate dataset files
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Background

Define social and structural 
determinants of health (SDoH) 
data
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What Creates Health?

What the root causes are:
 Community conditions
 Environments
 Policies

Social and 
structural 
determinants 
of health 
(SDoH)

What we see: 

 Disease prevalence
 Health behaviors
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In public health, we rely on data for our stories.

Data can be:
 Numbers.
 Quotes.

In order to tell a SDoH story, we need SDoH data. 

Data Is Critical for Telling This Story
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SDoH Data Uses 

SDoH data allows us to shift onus towards systems 
and policies and avoid blaming communities.

How we frame the problem defines our 
solutions.

No “behavior” or “outcome” data should be 
without SDoH context.
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What Do We Collect Data on?

What the root causes 
are:
 Community conditions
 Environments
 Policies

What we see: 
 Disease prevalence
 Health behaviors
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Need for SDoH Data Infrastructure

SDoH need to be measured and understood.

SDoH are challenging to measure. 
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Wisconsin Local Community 
Dataset Purpose

Purpose and use cases
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Dataset Purpose

Easy-to-use guide 
for finding and 
evaluating local 
SDoH data

Dataset

Education

Economic

Built environment

Health care access

Social and community
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Dataset Contents

Over 800 indicators

National, state, 
county, census tract, 
and county 
subdivision data

Three years or time 
periods

Dataset

Education

Economic

Built environment

Health care access

Social and community
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Example Topics Included (1 of 2)

•Population
•Language
•Living 

arrangements
•Social support

Social and 
Community 
Context

•Food 
assistance

•Income and 
wages

•Employment

Economic 
Stability

•Educational 
attainment

•School 
enrollment

•Disconnected 
youth

Education 
Access and 
Quality
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Example Topics Included (2 of 2)

•Housing costs
•Internet access
•Transportation
•Access to parks

Neighborhood 
and Built 
Environment

•Health care access
•Health insurance
•Population to 

health providers 
ratio

Health Care 
Access and 
Quality
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Dataset Uses

Identify community priorities 

Advocate for policy changes 

Design more impactful programs and initiatives

Track progress over time 
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Practical Uses

Pull numbers to use in 
narrative reports

Track trends over time

Link to program data (by 
geography)
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Wisconsin Local Community 
Dataset

Demonstration
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SDoH Data Webpage

Download 
dataset 
files on 
SDoH 
webpage

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm


Slide 19

Dataset Files (1 of 3)
User Guide Data Dictionary Dataset
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Dataset Files (2 of 3)
User Guide Data Dictionary Dataset
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Dataset Files (3 of 3)
User Guide Data Dictionary Dataset
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Use Case Demonstration (1 of 2)

• Find data for many topics within a specific geography.

• Find data for a specific topic for many geographies 
across the state.
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Find Data For Many Topics Within a 
Specific Geography (1 of 4)

1. Review the data dictionary.

2. Open the dataset.

3. Navigate to the “All Data by Geography” tab.

4. Filter the data.

5. Use the data.
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1. Review the Data Dictionary (1 of 2) 
Navigate to the “Data Details” tab.

Tab Domain Topic Category Subgroup Description Definitions and Notes Source Full Source

1 1. Social and 
Community 
Context

Population Population 
(number)

Total Total population 
estimate

The total population includes 
all people living in a given 
geographic area.

ACS U.S. Census, 
American 
Community Survey 
(ACS) 5-year 
estimates, Table 
B01003

1 1. Social and 
Community 
Context

Population Civilian 
noninstitutionalized 
population 
(number)

Total Total estimated 
civilian 
noninstitutionalized 
population

The civilian 
noninstitutionalized population 
includes all civilians not 
residing in institutional group 
quarters facilities such as 
correctional institutions, 
juvenile facilities, skilled 
nursing facilities, and other 
long-term care living 
arrangements.

ACS U.S. Census, 
American 
Community Survey 
(ACS) 5-year 
estimates, Table 
B18101
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1. Review the Data Dictionary (2 of 2) 
Navigate to the “Data Details” tab.

Description Universe Geographies 
Included Years Included Format MOE Level

Formula (used to calculate 
data value from original 

source data)
Total population 
estimate

Total Population Country, State, 
County, County 
Subdivision, Census 
Tract

2009-2013, 2014- 
2018, 2019-2023

Total (B01003_001E)

Total estimated civilian 
noninstitutionalized 
population

Civilian 
Noninstitutionalized 
Population

Country, State, 
County, County 
Subdivision, Census 
Tract

2009-2013, 2014- 
2018, 2019-2023

Total 90 (B18101_001E)
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Find Data for Many Topics Within a 
Specific Geography (2 of 4)

1. Review the data dictionary.

2. Open the dataset.

3. Navigate to the “All Data by Geography” tab.

4. Filter the data.

5. Use the data.
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2. Open the dataset (1 of 2)
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3. Navigate to the “All Data by Geography” 
Tab (1 of 2)
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3. Navigate to the “All Data by Geography” 
Tab (2 of 2)

Example: Find all data for Outagamie County. 
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Find Data for Many Topics Within a Specific 
Geography (3 of 4)

1. Review the data dictionary.

2. Open the dataset.

3. Navigate to the “All Data by Geography” tab.

4. Filter the data.

5. Use the data.
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4. Filter the data (1 of 2)
Example: Find all data on housing costs and income for Appleton city, 
Outagamie County. 
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4. Filter the data (2 of 2)
Example: Find all data on food insecurity for Wisconsin. 
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Find Data For Many Topics Within a 
Specific Geography (4 of 4)

1. Review the data dictionary.

2. Open the dataset.

3. Navigate to the “All Data by Geography” tab.

4. Filter the data.

5. Use the data.
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5. Use the Data
Copy the data into your report or analysis.
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Use Case Demonstration (2 of 2)

• Find data for many topics within a specific geography.

• Find data for a specific topic for many geographies 
across the state.
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Find Data For a Specific Topic For Many 
Geographies Across the State (1 of 3)

1. Review the data dictionary.
i. Specify the indicator.
ii. Note the number in the Tab column.

2. Open the dataset.
i. Navigate to the correct tab.
ii. Filter the data. 

3. Use the data.
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1. Review the Data Dictionary
Navigate to the “Data Details” tab.

Tab Domain Topic Category Subgroup Description Definitions and Notes Source Full Source

1 1. Social and 
Community 
Context

Population Population 
(number)

Total Total population 
estimate

The total population includes 
all people living in a given 
geographic area.

ACS U.S. Census, 
American 
Community Survey 
(ACS) 5-year 
estimates, Table 
B01003

1 1. Social and 
Community 
Context

Population Civilian 
noninstitutionalized 
population 
(number)

Total Total estimated 
civilian 
noninstitutionalized 
population

The civilian 
noninstitutionalized population 
includes all civilians not 
residing in institutional group 
quarters facilities such as 
correctional institutions, 
juvenile facilities, skilled 
nursing facilities, and other 
long-term care living 
arrangements.

ACS U.S. Census, 
American 
Community Survey 
(ACS) 5-year 
estimates, Table 
B18101
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i. Specify the Indicator
Example: Find data on housing affordability for every county in 
Wisconsin. data on housing affordability for every county in sin
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ii. Note the Number in the Tab Column
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Find Data for a Specific Topic for Many 
Geographies Across the State (2 of 3)

1. Review the data dictionary.
i. Specify the indicator.
ii. Note the number in the Tab column.

2. Open the dataset.
i. Navigate to the correct tab.
ii. Filter the data. 

3. Use the data.
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2. Open the Dataset (2 of 2)
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i. Navigate to the Correct Tab
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ii. Filter the Data
Example: Find data on housing affordability for every county in 
Wisconsin. 
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Find Data For a Specific Topic For Many 
Geographies Across the State (3 of 3)

1. Review the data dictionary.
i. Specify the indicator.
ii. Note the number in the Tab column.

2. Open the dataset.
i. Navigate to the correct tab.
ii. Filter the data. 

3. Use the data.
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3. Use the Data
Copy the data into your report or analysis.
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Wrap Up
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SDoH Data Disclaimers

SDoH data can be an 
important starting point.

All quantitative data 
oversimplifies.
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Tips for Telling Your SDoH Story!

Ground the 
narrative in 
community 

voice.

Choose a 
few 

meaningful 
indicators.

Double 
check!
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We Want Your Feedback!

Training evaluation

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8564564/WI-Local-Community-Dataset-Demo-Post-Training-Eval


Questions and Answers
Slide 50



Contact Us
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Chelsea Robinson

608-261-5983 

Chelsea.Robinson@dhs.wisconsin.gov

SDoH website

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/statehealthplan/sdoh.htm


Thank you!
Protecting and promoting the 
health and safety of the people 
of Wisconsin
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