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What is PRAMS? 

Pregnancy  

Risk  

Assessment  

Monitoring  

System 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
surveillance system developed in 1987. Wisconsin 
began PRAMS data collection in 2007. 
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PRAMS phase 7 questions on 

perinatal smoking 
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PRAMS phase 7 questions on 

perinatal smoking 
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Smoking before and during 

pregnancy, PRAMS 2007-2013 
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Source: 
PRAMS, 
2007-2013. 
Wisconsin 
Department 
of Health 
Services. 
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Demographic factors associated with 

smoking before and during 

pregnancy 

• Maternal race and ethnicity  

• Maternal age  

• Maternal education  

• Federal Poverty Level 

• Type of insurance coverage before and during 
pregnancy 

Source: 
PRAMS, 
2012-2013. 
Wisconsin 
Department 
of Health 
Services. 
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Healthcare worker talks about 

smoking during prenatal care 

Three out of four mothers reported having a 
healthcare worker talk to them about how smoking 
during pregnancy could affect their baby. 

 

 

 

Of those who smoked before pregnancy, 85% reported 
having this discussion with a healthcare worker. 

 

Source: 
PRAMS, 
2012-2013. 
Wisconsin 
Department 
of Health 
Services. 
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Smoking habits during pregnancy 

among those who smoked before 

pregnancy 

Quit 
45% 

Reduced # 
of cigarettes 

37% 

Smoked 
the same 
amount 
or more 

18% 

Source: 
PRAMS, 
2012-2013. 
Wisconsin 
Department 
of Health 
Services. 
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who quit 

during 
pregnancy, 

36% resumed 
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partum. 
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Smoking habits post-partum among 

all mothers 

Non-smoker 
during 

pregnancy and 
post-partum 

81% 

Former smoker 
who quit post-

partum  
1% 

Reduced # of 
cigarettes post-

partum 

Smoked the same 
amount or more 

than during 
pregnancy 

Resumed 
smoking post-

partum 
Smoker post-

partum 
18% 

Source: 
PRAMS, 
2012-2013. 
Wisconsin 
Department 
of Health 
Services. 

9 

Protecting and promoting the health and safety of  the people of  Wisconsin 



Presentation Title                     Office or Division Name if Desired 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services
    

Smoking rates during pregnancy are 

higher among women who experience 

perinatal stress and trauma. 
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Smoking in last three months of 

pregnancy by financial stress 
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*Significant,  
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Source: PRAMS, 2012-
2013. Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services. 
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Smoking in last three months of 

pregnancy by partner-related stress 
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Did not experience stressor Experienced stressor

Partner-related stress* 

Separated or divorced 
from partner* 

Argued with partner more 
than usual* 

Partner didn't want 
pregnancy 

Source: PRAMS, 2012-
2013. Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services. 

12 

Protecting and promoting the health and safety of  the people of  Wisconsin 

*Significant,  
p-value<0.05 



Presentation Title                     Office or Division Name if Desired 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services
    

Smoking in last three months of 

pregnancy by traumatic stress 
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Source: PRAMS, 2012-
2013. Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services. 
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Smoking in last three months of 

pregnancy by emotional stress 
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*Significant,  
p-value<0.05 

Source: PRAMS, 2012-
2013. Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services. 
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Smoking in last three months of 

pregnancy by other stressors 
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Physical abuse by partner 
before or during pregnancy* 

Respondent told she had 
depression prior to pregnancy* 

Emotionally upset as a result 
of treatment based on race* 

Unintended pregnancy or 
unsure of pregnancy intent* *Significant,  

p-value<0.05 

Source: PRAMS, 2012-
2013. Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services. 
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Rules about smoking inside the home 

post-partum 

• Ninety-five percent of all mothers report that 
smoking is not allowed anywhere in the home. 

• Fewer than 1 in 100 of all mothers report that 
smoking is permitted anywhere in the home. 

• Among mothers who are current smokers: 
o 83% report that smoking is not allowed anywhere in the home, 

o 15% report that smoking is allowed in some rooms and at some 
times, 

o And 2% report that smoking is permitted anywhere. 

 

Source: 
PRAMS, 
2012-2013. 
Wisconsin 
Department 
of Health 
Services. 
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Questions? 
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Contact 

Sarah Blackwell, M.P.H. 

PRAMS Project Director 

Wisconsin Division of Public Health 

Sarah.Blackwell@wisconsin.gov 

608-267-3727 
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